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American, I said, No, it was from an English gentle-            , :

man. "Would a gentleman write so?" said he. In
short, Davy was finely punished * for his treatment ot            ;

my revered friend; and he deserved it richly, both for            |

his petulance to so great a character and for his talking            )

so before me(!).

I dined yesterday with Lord Kames and his Lady            "

enfamille, and got from my Lord a good deal of his
life. He says he will put down particulars of himself
if I will put them together and publish them. I think
he has eminence enough to merit this. This forenoon
Mr. Hume came in awhile to my brother lawyer Mr.
Crosbie's, where I was sitting. He did not say much :
I only remember his remark^ that characters depend
more on original formation than on the way we are
educated ; "for," said he, " princes are educated uni-
formly, and yet how different are they ! how different             ;
was James the Second from Charles the Second ! "

I am glad you are going to compose sermons ; I shall
ask Dr. Johnson in my next what is the best Com-
mentary on the Bible.    Among old sermons, he men-            j
tioned Larimer's and Sanderson's, which I find you            \
do not like, and I forget what others.

I believe I mentioned to you that I dined one day
at old Mr. Wyvill's,    He and his daughter, and our            |

friend and his wife, and Sir Alexander and Miss Dick            f

dined with us here ; and last night Dr. Wyvill came            *

and sat with me a long while, and we had a very solid*
good tete-a-tete; he asked me kindly to his Seat. He
is gone to-day.

I enclose you a copy of my letter to Mason, to-
gether with his answer, which I received this afternoon.           f

&

* Whether Temple could be quite pleased with the turn of this             I

conventftioa* brought about by BoswelPs officiousness, is somewhat            |

doubtful.   The * talking so before me " is thoroughly Boswellian.